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Professional Background  

 Associate Professor, Biosystems Engineering Department, Auburn University 

Auburn, AL, August 2010 - present 

Assistant Professor, Biosystems Engineering Department, Auburn University 

Auburn, AL, August 2004 – July 2010 

Research Fellow, Charles E. Via, Jr. Department of Civil & Envir. Engineering, Virginia Tech 

Blacksburg, VA, September 2000 – 2004  

Project Engineer, Anderson and Associates, Inc.  
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Research Assistant, Forestry Department, Virginia Tech  
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Staff Engineer, Natural Resource, Agriculture, and Engineering Service (NRAES)  

Ithaca, NY, March 1995 - August 1998     

Graduate Research Assistant, Biological Systems Engineering Department, Virginia Tech  

Blacksburg, VA, August 1993 – March 1995  

Assistant Design Engineer, Hayter Engineering, Inc.  

Paris, TX, June 1990 - June 1993 
  

Professional Focus 

 
Sustainable development is one of the most challenging areas facing today’s societies.  The 

challenge is to strike a balance between a sustainable environment and an acceptable level of 

economic progress.  Dougherty’s goal is to advance our awareness of the key environmental 

and social processes impacting conjunctive use of public water resources.  

Dougherty’s research interests consequently include a variety of water resources topics; engineering 

aspects of water quality; surveying; mapping; and geographic information systems; water quality 

management and source water protection using watershed-scale geographic information and field-scale 

investigation; environmental impact of green infrastructure; reuse of wastewater for irrigation; and 

reduction of erosion on steep slopes using biological, mechanical, and chemical systems; international 

engagement to enhance food production systems and urban water usage. 
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Selected Honors and Awards 

 
 Walker Teaching Award, College of Engineering, Auburn University, 2020 

 Dean’s Award for Excellence in Instruction, College of Agriculture, Auburn University, 2019 

 Spirit of Sustainability Award, Auburn University, 2019 

 Certified Landscape Irrigation Designer, Irrigation Association, 2018 

 USDA-NIFA National Water & Energy Conservation Award, Multistate Project W-3138, 2017  

 Outstanding Faculty, Biosystems Engineering, 2015, 2012, 2011 

 President’s Outstanding Collaborative Units Award, 2011 

 Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control, 2010 

 Alabama Professional Engineer, 2005 


